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Express Mail #EL989419935US 

Patent 



Attorney Docket # 50290M91PUS 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re National Phase PCT Application of 

Hans-Dieter HEIMBERGER et al. 

Infl PCT Serial No.: PCT/DE2003/001779 

Intl Filing Date:: 30 May 2003 

For: Operator Control Element for Motor 
Vehicle Components 



Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance 



with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is directed to the 
documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a. Copies of the hsted documents are also 
enclosed. 

Enclosed are copies of a German Office Action and an International Search report 
which cite the listed documents. 

DE 199 36 385 and the English language abstract attached thereto disclose a light 
switch including a rotary switch rotatable in various positions to activate various lighting groups. 

DE 101 27 21 1 and the English language abstract attached thereto disclose a car air 
conditioning control adjustment unit having a rotating knob with an evenly lit outer ring. 

EP 0 570 870 and the English language abstract attached thereto disclose a rotatable 
selector switch for mounting on a circuit board of an electrical apparatus. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or 
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that information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in §l.S6(b), 
or that any cited document Usted or attached is (or constitutes) prior art. Unless otherwise 
indicated, the date of publication indicated for an item is taken from the face of the item and 
AppUcant(s) reserve(s) the right to prove that the date of publication is in fact different. 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the Examiner 
and that the copy of the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a be returned indicating that such information 
has been considered. 

Respectfully submitted, 

COHEN, PONTANI, LffiBERMAN & PAVANE 



1 7 DEC 2004 




Dated: December 17, 2004 



Alfred W. Froebrich 
Reg^No. 38,887 
551 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1210 
New York, New York 10176 
(212) 687-2770 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1993 



PTO/SB/08A (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark^^ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
^ons are required to respond to a collection of tnformatiofl^^H it contains a valid OMB control number / 



Substitute for Form 1449/PTO 
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Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
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Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 
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DE 199 36 385 Al 


2/8/2001 
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Abstract 
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^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ■ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). > See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at 
www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). • For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year 
of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document ' Kind of document by the appropriate synibols as indicated on the document under WIPO 
Standard ST. 1 6 if possible. ' Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this 
form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, 
DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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